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FORHA   NEWS 
For Fair Oaks Ranch Homeowners’ Association Members  

With April in our rear-view mirror, I want to start off with a hear7elt thanks to all 
our community volunteers who jumped into to a busy Spring season with 
FORHA.  First, we held our quarterly Adopt-A-Highway for the first Hme since the 
pandemic hit and had a great turnout of volunteers who helped beauHfy Ralph 
Fair Road.  Then we had our annual Shred Day, sponsored by GVTC, and 
supported by our local Rotary Club, and we also held two Meet the Candidates 
via Zoom and streamed on Facebook Live for the first Hme.  It has been great to 
see so many ciHzens engaged in our community from both a volunteer and 
poliHcal standpoint.  
 

ARer this last poliHcal season, it feels like there is a bit of a change in the air, 
perhaps because of lively debates on social media, restricHons being relaxed as 
more people get vaccinated, coupled with an influx of new transplants to our 
area due to the housing boom.  We welcome these new neighbors and hope 
they can learn about the benefits of being a member of FORHA.  BeVer yet, we’d 
love to have them get involved with FORHA as volunteers who can share their 
unique perspecHves with us.  And while folks can get passionate about their 
causes, I am hopeful that our Members understand that there is more that 
unites us than divides us.  We live in a liVle piece of heaven called Fair Oaks 
Ranch where the Axis and White Tail deer roam freely, where you have a mix of 
new housing developments with legacy mulH-acre ranches, and two beauHful 
parks within our city along with a myriad of trails to get people out and about. 
There really aren’t a lot of places like Fair Oaks Ranch and it’s our collecHve duty 
to preserve and protect what brought us here in the first place.  

In that vein, the FORHA Board is hoping that your AssociaHon can play a role in 
bringing some cohesiveness and unity to this community through a few 
proposed events.  First Fridays will be held this summer in our parks to 
encourage FORHA Members and their families to come out and have fun with 
their children, grandkids or fur kids.  We will also have food trucks out there so 
we can get people outdoors and interacHng with each other as neighbors.  Last 
and definitely not least, we are looking to hold a volunteer recogniHon event 
this Fall to thank all those neighbors who selflessly gave their Hme and effort to 
make Fair Oaks Ranch a beVer place to live.   Thank you! 
      Carolyn Knopf    
      FORHA President

https://forha.org
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Did you Know?
The Fair Oaks Ranch Homeowner’s Association (FORHA) was incorporated in 1975 and became 
the most important organization serving the needs of the community.   

From 1975-1984 there was only one developer and FORHA.  The two worked together, with the 
one developer providing most of the services throughout the three-county development.  It was 
a good fit until the population growth increased.   

In 1985, Boots Gaubatz, President of FORHA organized the board as a functional body to deal 
with the growth.  By this time, annexation growth of San Antonio and other surrounding areas 
were adding to the complexity of the Ranch’s future.  Mr. Gaubatz placed Don King as the 
Director of Planning.  

Don King created a ten person committee to study the growth complexities.  With the 5,000 acre 
ranch being in three counties, the committee came to the conclusion that they should form a city.  
Home Rule, quality of life, lower taxes and maintaining the beauty of the area were all factors in 
the unanimous approval at the homeowners meeting.  

Due to state laws on density and square miles, Fair Oaks 
Ranch had to create two cities before it could become one; 
City of Fair Oaks Ranch, North and City of Fair Oaks Ranch, 
South.  Don King became Mayor of North and Boots 
Gaubatz, Mayor of South.  Six elections were held, three in 
each city, before Fair Oaks Ranch North and South were 
united as one on January 21, 1988.   Boots Gaubatz was 
elected the first city Mayor of Fair Oaks Ranch.  Boots 
Gaubatz Park is named in honor of him.  

This history is a great reminder of how the love and passion 
for this community unites us all in the common good and 
health of our Ranch.  Let us not forget the tireless work of our 
founding fathers and citizens. 

     Kristen Koronczok    
Communications Committee 

FAQsFAQs

FAQs

✦ Should I contact FORHA if I 
want to do a project or 
renovation to my home?       
Yes, contact FORHA to submit 
your project application and get 
approval before starting your 
project.  

✦ Can I have a motorized vehicle 
in the Parks & Trails?               
No, motor vehicles are not 
permitted, including golf carts, 
off-road utility vehicles, ATVs, 
dirt bikes, scooters or go-karts. 
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PROGRAMS &  EVENTS

New Residents - Welcome to 
Fair Oaks Ranch

Stop by the Fair Oaks 
Ranch Homeowners’ 
Association office to pick 
up a Welcome Packet 
with information on 
FORHA, the parks and 
trails, a city map and 
more.

FORHA members turned out 
on Friday, May 7th, to learn 
more about the plans for Boots 
Gaubatz Park and spend some 
time with fellow neighbors.  

Thank you FORHA Parks & Trails for inviting Bigfoot Shaved 
Ice!   The treats were enjoyed by one and all. 

Next event is planned for Friday, June 4th at Vestal Park! 

First Fridays…
in the Park

Shred Day 
Van Raub Elementary School hosted Shred Day on April 24th.  
GVTC sponsored the event and the Rotary Club had 25 
volunteers who unloaded about 380 vehicles with more than 
24,000 pounds of shredded and compacted material collected!

Up Next… 

May 16th - National Love a Tree & Take Your Parents  
to the Park Day 

May 31st - Memorial Day (FORHA office closed) 

June 2nd - National Running Day 

June 4th - First Friday, Vestal Park 

June 8th - FORHA Board Meeting, 7:00 pm via Zoom 

June 19th - Adopt-A-Highway 

New Fair Oaks Ranch Mayor and 
Council Members!
On May 1st, Fair Oaks Ranch elected a new mayor and 
three new council members.  Congratulations to mayor-
elect, Greg Maxton, and councilpersons Chesley 
Muenchow, Scott Parker and Emily Stroup.   Thank you to 
all the candidates who participated. 

http://www.forha.org
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Parks and Trails

Time to begin the Boots Park Phase 1 project is 
approaching!   

Previous FORHA Boards had a vision for this park long 
before it was dedicated in honor of Fair Oaks Ranch’s 
first mayor, Boots Gaubatz, in 2008.  Our hope is that 
this first phase of the project will finally bring the vision 
of past boards’ and park and trail committees’ closer to 
completion and make it a gathering place as planned years ago.     

As you may know Boots Park lies in a flood plain.  Although the park is in a flood zone 
area, it is a well-studied flood plain and the concept plan proposed does not negatively 
impact the flood plain or the park.   The  proposed concept 
plan for Phase 1 helps extend the life of Boots Park and 
includes many important items for safety, sustainability and 
continuity.   Such as: 

✦ New entry signage at the top of the driveway  
✦ Original asphalt driveway to be refurbished and widened at 

certain points to accommodate for passing traffic  
✦ Addition of a distinct trail head connection to reach Cibolo 

Nature Trail Park 
✦ Current parking lot resurfaced; add two handicap spaces and 

designated golf cart spots 
✦ An arrival plaza area to allow for a level/safer transition from 

parking lot to pavilion and play area  
✦ Shade trees will be added around the pavilion and playground 
✦ For safety purposes, the 9-hole recreational disc course will be 

realigned 
✦ Bridge will be reinforced underneath  to allow for erosion 

mitigation    

Watch for more information in the newsletter and on the 
FORHA website as the planning for the Phase 1 reboot 
continues. 
    Sara Federico    
     Parks & Trails

Boots Gaubatz Park is 
Getting a Reboot!

Reserving a Park Space 

 Want to host a private party 
or event?  Consider reserving 
a space in a FORHA park.  

✦ Use of park facilities are on 
a first come, first serve basis 
unless a reservation has 
been authorized by FORHA. 

✦ Reservations are for FORHA 
members and their guests 
only.   

✦ Only select areas of the 
parks may be reserved; not 
the entire park. 

✦ All park rules must be 
respected.  

✦ A reservation form is 
available on the FORHA 
website or call the office. 
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Board Meeting Highlights

May 11, 2021

For information purposes 
only.  Official meeting 

minutes are available after 
the next month’s Board 

Meeting. 

Opening Remarks 
✦ The president stated that it had been a difficult political season.  Now that it is behind us, and 

Covid is waning, FORHA hopes to help bring unity back to the community by offering several 
events in the parks.


Reports 
President 
✦ The lawsuit initiated back in November of 2019 continues in the discovery phase. FORHA is waiting 

on a date for summary judgments in order to move forward.

Treasurer  

✦  97.11% of assessments collected year-to-date.  Increased income from resale and transfer fees 

continues as well as collection of out-standing assessments.  Expenses incurred from Shred Day, 
Meet the Candidates and Adopt-A-Highway were all under budget and as expected.


Parks & Trails   

✦ The Boots Park civil engineer and landscape architect walked thru each area of the concept plan.  

A discussion ensued on the proposed changes and questions addressed.  Proposed changes are 
driven primarily by the need for maintenance, safety and erosion control.  There will be no negative 
impact to the flood plain or the park.


✦ A new nest swing is back at Vestal Park!  Due to a recent manufacturing redesign, a new swing was 
returned instead of the swing being repaired.


✦ Some posts at the Boots Park pavilion have new stone footers due to ant damage to the wood.

Communications   
✦ Welcome postcards have been mailed to sixty-three new residents in March/April.  Twenty-two of 

those residents visited the FORHA Office and picked up a Welcome Packet.

✦ The Out & About page on the website, in the Parks and Trails tab, has been updated for May/June 

with fun outdoor suggestions.

✦ A new “Who do I Call?” page has been added to the website with important telephone numbers.

Shred Day 
✦ Van Raub school hosted the April event sponsored by GVTC.  About 380 vehicles came to the 

event. Thank you to the Rotary club for providing volunteers to unload the vehicles.

Cibolo Trails Conveyance (land parcel from Cibolo Trails community to FORHA) 
✦ Waiting on title data search to be completed. Once available, the amended plat can be finished, 

reviewed and then sent to the City for filing.

 

Discussion/Consideration Items 
✦ Release of funds to generate documentation to begin bidding process on concept plan for 

Boots Park Phase 1- Per the Park & Trails master planning process, expert documentation must 
be completed in order to request bids on the proposed work.  Funding had been budgeted for this 
activity.  A motion was made to table the discussion for a month but was voted down.  The original 
motion to release the funds was approved with a vote of six for and two against.   Once bids are 
obtained, line items will be thoroughly discussed and decisions made on exactly what work will 
proceed in Boots Park.  


FORHA experienced some technical difficulties with Zoom, resulting in the call being dropped during the meeting.  
The situation has been rectified and they apologize for any confusion and inconvenience to the members who 
participated in the meeting. 
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