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Summary of Findings
89 new plant species (49 identified to species level)
2 new bird species
5 new butterfly species including one on the Species of Greatest
Conservation Needs list
2 new invasive species

Highlights
The main purpose of the April 7th
survey was to identify as many plants
as possible. Anne Adams, Texas Master
Naturalist, and I surveyed that portion
of The Preserve north of the barbed
wire cross-fence as well as both sides of
the Cibolo at the junction of the Buffer
Zone, Preserve, and creek bed on the
northernmost boundary. The survey
took 5 hours and covered 2.47 miles.
Anne geotagged and photographed a
number of plants and will be sending a
more thorough report once she can
determine the species of as many of the
new plants as possible. Meanwhile, I
have updated the Excel spreadsheet
with the names of definitively identified
plants.
Lace hedgehog cactus

Anne and I were surprised and
delighted by the beautiful pink flowers
of blooming cactus near the “Quarry”
and at 3 other locations. In addition, in
the NW corner of the property, we
encountered butterflies and honeybees
in abundance, including the Arizona
Sister butterfly which is on the SGCN
list. The sole blooming Possumhaw
could not entirely account for the
presence of these pollinators.

Goatweed Leafwing

Highlights (Continued)
Two rather uncommon milkweed plants were added to the Plant List for a total of 4 milkweed
species identified to date. These two uncommon species are the Purple milkweed vine and the
Plateau milkvine. The former plant has starfish-shaped flower while the latter has flowers
resembling the Pearl milkvine but without the central “pearl.”

Purple milkweed vine

Plateau milkvine

Highlights (Continued)
To date, at least 4 species of Oak tree have been identified on The Preserve. Besides the
predominant Live oak community, the surveyors and I have identified Shin oak, Spanish (Red)
oak, and Blackjack oak. Blackjack oaks usually grow in red, sandy, thick soil. There might be a
few Post oak trees as well, but we could not identify them with certainty.
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Blackjack Oak Tree

Summary of Findings to Date
Bird species: 36
Plant species: 128
Butterfly species: 14
Mammal species: 3
Reptile species:2
Invasive species: 6

